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Welcome back Class One © What a strange year 2020 has been so far! It is so nice to be reunited
again. We hope you all had a lovely summer holiday and are ready for an exciting year ahead with
some sense of normality after so long. The children have all settled in so well and look very smart
in their school uniforms! We are looking forward to working with you all and having a great year
together! We are all very excited with the learning we have planned for our Autumn term. Here is
what you need to know about the curriculum, along with specific information for Class One. As
always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Our Theme:

We will begin this term by settling the children into our school routines. As we get to know the
children and understand their interests and likes, we will plan lots of exciting, engaging experiences
and learning opportunities for them. We believe that children learn best when they take charge of
their own learning.

Our class theme to begin with is “Wonderful Weather”. The children will do lots of fun and creative
activities linked to the weather but there will also be specific themes for the Reception children
throughout the term, including Fairy Tales, Harvest, Diwali, Bonfire Night and Christmas!

Personal, social and emotional development:

In this area, we will mainly focus on settling the children into our school routines. For example,
putting away belongings in the morning; milk and fruit time; playtimes and lunchtimes; tidying away
after each session; and hometime routines. We will be supporting children to develop positive
relationships with both adults and other children. We will explore how we treat others and the
consequences when we treat them wrongly. The children will also learn our rewards for good
behaviour.

Physical development:

We will be keeping our fingers crossed for good weather so we can enjoy our outdoor area for as
long as possible! We have all-weather suits so that the children can explore the outdoor classroom,
the rest of the school and the wider environment even in poor weather (you are welcome to send in
a named pair of Wellington boots to keep in school for this purpose). We will be teaching the
children to use our outdoor equipment in a variety of ways to keep them active and healthy.

The children will receive two weekly PE sessions in which we will practise the routine of getting
changed as quickly as possible, and enjoy a range of exciting lessons involving ball skills and socially
distanced games. Unfortunately we are unable to go to Market Rasen Primary School for our
swimming lessons for the time being. As soon as restrictions are lifted and this is possible again, we
will let you know.



Communication and language:

This term we will be modelling good speaking and listening skills, especially during carpet time. The
children will be taught when it is appropriate to speak and when to listen. We want the children to
be confident in expressing their ideas freely in whole class situations, with both adults and their
classmates.

Literacy:

We will be reading a range of stories in class, asking children to identify characters and main events
in order to be able to retell the story. We would like to use stories as a stimulus for all areas of
learning and develop a love of reading in the children. You will find a book in your child’s reading
bag to enjoy at home. These will be picture books to begin with to allow children to tell stories from
pictures. Please comment in the reading record to let us know how their reading is developing at
home. Children will also take part in relaxed shared reading sessions every morning with a teacher,
focusing on different areas such as vocabulary and comprehension.

We will have a phonics session every day in which children will begin to learn their letters and
sounds. Phonics is very important in children’s early reading and writing development as it lays the
foundations for children to build upon and develop their independence. We will send home the new
phonemes taught so they can be reinforced at home also. After a few weeks, we will start sending
home weekly phonics challenges. These are individual challenge sheets that will check the children’s
understanding on their phonics. Please practice these with your child as often as you can and this
will significantly help your child to learn to read and spell.

Mathematics:

We will be mainly focussing on the children’s counting skills in a variety of contexts, for example,
counting songs, counting children at school, counting out items throughout the day etc. In the
classroom and outdoor area, maths activities will be set in a variety of learning experiences where
the children can learn creatively.

Understanding the world:

Whilst looking at our EYFS weekly themes, we will be modelling how to ask questions to find out
information. We shall be developing our skills in ICT using simple computer programmes and other
programmable toys and equipment. We will have the iPads available most days to develop their
skills computing skills independently. Children will also enjoy basic Science exploration activities.

Expressive arts and design:

The children will access a range of creative activities on a daily basis including art and design
provision, music equipment and different role play scenarios. We will encourage children to use
their imagination in their learning.



Important Information

Our weekly homework will continue to be set on Thursdays and returned on Mondays. Children get

house points for each piece of homework they complete to a good standard and we often award merits
for super effort, so please encourage your child to complete their homework on time. We set homework
that links to our current learning in class, and should mostly be able to be completed independently
without the need for lots of adult support (other than reading the task to them). Please ensure your child
completes their homework and hands it in on time; we cannot always mark late homework.

Our P.E days this term are Monday and Wednesday afternoons. Children will need their indoor AND

outdoor PE kit for this term so that they are prepared for lessons both outside and in the classroom if the
weather is bad. Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school every day as our timetable might
change due to the weather and please ensure that earrings are not worn (or can be removed by the child
themselves on these days). A small container to keep them inside would be helpful, as adults will not be
held responsible for lost earrings. Please consult the school’s uniform policy for the correct PE kit.

Children will have the opportunity to change their own reading book daily. Rewards will be given for
regular reading and diaries will be checked weekly to ensure that children are reading at home. Please
understand that the children’s reading stage will be changed when they have demonstrated over a period
of time that they have improved their fluency and comprehension on that stage. There are a number of
varied books for each reading stage and it is important that the children read a breadth of different
genres. Before making the decision to move the children up a level, we always consult their National
Curriculum reading level first.

We encourage the children to be as independent as possible in Reception and Key Stage 1, including
being responsible for bringing their P.E. kits and homework books on the correct day, and reminding
them to change their reading books when they need to (books will not be changed at the end of the day
if children have forgotten to do this in the morning). We ask for your support with this.

The children are welcome to come into the classroom from 8:30am. The children are encouraged to
come in by themselves and put away their belongings. This encourages independence through routine.
We will bring your child out to you at 3:00pm. Please let us or the office know if you have arranged for

somebody else to collect your child at the end of the day as we will be unable to send them home

without this information.

Children need a named water bottle in school every day as we are unable to provide cups for them to
use. We are a WATER ONLY school. Bottles containing anything other than juice will be replaced with
water.

As the weather turns colder and wetter this term, children will need to have a warm and waterproof coat
(named hats, gloves and scarves etc.) as we take the children outside for lessons as well as playtimes
whatever the weather! Wellington boots and a spare set of socks that can stay in school would be
desirable if at all possible. COATS SHOULD BE IN SCHOOL EVERYDAY IN CASE THE WEATHER TURNS
SUDDENLY.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to approach us.
Kind Regards

Miss Clayton and Mrs Watson ©



